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DEVELOPMENT CENTER IN KOLKATA

We are building for 
                 the girls in India



It started like this
The Arken Church has worked 25 
years together with the Indian organi-
zation Bethel Fellowship Trust in sev-
eral development projects in India. 
In 2004 together we started a small 
family home for poor girls in Kolkata. 
The group was growing and soon the 
home was too small. In pastor Linda 
Bergling’s heart a dream was born 
about building a bigger development 
center. In connection with her 60th 
anniversary we started raising funds 

In India many girls are born unwanted, they are  
exposed to murder attempts and abuse, they are  
abandoned or sold to prostitution.
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for this purpose. In 2008 a piece of 
land was purchased in Sonarpur, 25 
kilometers outside of Kolkata City.
The construction work  was started at 
the end of 2009 and is estimated to 
be finished during 2013. The develop-
ment work stretches many years into 
the future. The main Swedish organi-
zations in the project are Arken, Blogg 
familjen and the fund raising organi-
zation Lyft ett barn. Already there are  
many more helpers and we welcome 

you to stand up for the lives 
of Indian girls!

Samarbetsorganisationer:

India´s lost daughters...
Abortion of girls has been a dark and 
silenced part in Indian history. With the 
modern ultra sound technology gen-
der selected abortions have multiplied 
dramatically. According to the latest 
reports 50.000 girl fetuses are aborted 
every month and India today has 10 mil-
lion less girls than boys. Deeply rooted 
traditions (among others dowry) do that 
girls are considered a financial burden. 
Newborn girls are thrown into rivers, 
choked with sand, poisoned, thrown 
into garbage dumps and left to die. Girls 
receive less food, health- and medical 
care of less quality and less opportuni-
ties to receive education. Child mar-
riages and abuse towards women in 
marriages occur frequently. 

... are given hope for 
a future! 

Therefore we have together decided 
to help poor and exposed Indian 
girls and give them a future. In the 
metropolis of Kolkata with 14,7 
million people 1,5 million people 
live in unregistered slum quarters 
without access to clean water and 
hygiene. The development center 

which we are building in Kolkata 
is based on Christian values. It 

will give thirty or more poor girls a 
secure housing and upbringing and 

will support them until the time they 
have their own occupation and are able 
to support themselves. The center will 
also give support to development and 
practical education programs to young 
women in the neighborhood. It will also 
give basic health care through a clinic.

WE ARE BUILDING A

development center
                IN KOLKATA INDIA



The girls are present when the first sod was thrown up in December 2009.

A team from Arken visited Kolkata in March 2011 and 
made plans together with the building contractor.

The whole area was flooded by the monsoon in  
August 2011.

The first residential house, kitchen and meeting 
hall almost finished at turn of the year 2011/2012.

In June 2011 the first house started forming up. Here 
the poles for the second floor are standing ready.

Building contractor Subhro Dutta is going through 
the layout with one of his workers.

In January 2012 intensive work was going on when out- 
side walls were painted with beautiful yellow and blue.

Most of the work is done by hand, here: pouring cement to 
concrete the second floor. Building  the center has created many 
new work opportunities for men in the neighborhood.

In January 2010 the work with the brick wall around the land was 
started. It was finished in June the same year. It marks the private 
area and protects against snakes and other animals.

The development center is arising
On this page you can follow the development of the building process.
The picture above: A gathering on the land in spring 2009. Pastor Linda  
Bergling from Arken together with Indian partners David and Ketzia Praka-
sam from Bethel Fellowship Trust (BFT), manager Kalai Mani and the girls.

A team from Sweden 
came to prepare the par-
tial opening ceremony  
February 8th 2012.
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It is great to see the vision become real-
ity! The partial dedication in February 
2012 was a milestone on the journey. 
The first residential house for the girls, 
kitchen, dining room and meeting hall 
were newly painted both inside and out-
side. The team from Arken had prepared 
the dedication feast by painting the 
rooms and together with the manager 

PARTIAL dedication PHASE 1
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The first phase is completed!
couple they had purchased beds, mattress-
es, bed linen and cabinets. On the dedi-
cation day our partners from India, local 
politicians and pastor Linda Bergling were 
speaking. Hannah Graaf Karyd were giving 
the girls hand made dolls from Invisible 
Friend. It was an important day when we 
had opportunity to create good contacts 
and build relationships for future growth.

Pastor Linda Bergling from Arken and Hannah Graaf 
Karyd from Bloggfamiljen cut the ribbon.

Over 200 guests from the neighborhood were invited to the dedication party, among others local politicians. The girls were beaming of joy when they saw the beautiful wall paintings.

February 8th 2012 was a 
great day for the girls in Kolkata. 
At the partial dedication they could 
see for the first time their new home.
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Planning the future building. Goran Zetterlund and Linda 
Bergling together with building contractor  Subhro Dutta.

We will build three residential houses 
for the girls, 81 square meters each. 
The first one was ready to move into 
in June 2012. The large building of 205 
square meters with kitchen and dining 
room on the ground floor and meeting 
hall and library on the second floor has 
been supplied among other things with 
a ceiling during the summer.

The building process:
• 	Residential house 2 and 3 – the first 
     floor finished in autumn 2012. 
• 	Laundry – finished in autumn 2012.
• 	Water tank, well – under construction.
• 	Managers´ house – under construction.
• 	Office & visitors´ house – under con-
     struction. 
• 	Preparation of the land, parking lot 
    and road will continue during 2013. 
• 	Clinic – construction starts during 2013.

Environmental aspects:
We are partly using solar energy for hot 
water and outside lighting. The center 
will have purposeful handling of water 
and sewage. “Solar heating system” is 
installed in autumn 2012.

With a view to autumn 2013
We need your help! 
Our goal is to dedicate the center in 
November 2013 and therefore we are 
working intensively with fund raising. 
Your support is extremely precious for 
us! Together we can reach the goal of  
1 million SEK before the dedication.

Over 200 guests from the neighborhood were invited to the dedication party, among others local politicians. The girls were beaming of joy when they saw the beautiful wall paintings.

The spacious area around  
the center is perfect for play-
ground, outside activities and 
eventually even for gardening  
(for  self supporting purposes).

The land around the center will be filled up with 500 
truck loads of soil and filling material (up to the white 
part on the wall). This will prevent flooding during the  
monsoon periods. 

In the  same house where the kitchen and the dining 
room are located there are large meeting halls 
which will be used among other things for computer 
training,  practical training courses and as a library.

The manager’s residential house is under intensive 
construction work during spring 2013.

COMPLETE the building
                                 PHASE 2

Donations from abroad  
are marked “Kolkata” and sent to: 

Handelsbanken, Box 2063,  
S-196 02 Kungsängen, SWEDEN

IBAN: SE 7860000000000107312468
Swift: HANDSESS



				  
Funding needs

Family feeling
Fellowship at home helps their social 
development. Every girl’s gifts and 
abilities are encouraged by discussion 
and personal planning. The girls are 
welcome to the home regardless of 
their religious background. The home 
is founded on Christian basis and this 
will be made understood to their fami-
lies and themselves before they arrive. 
All the girls go to public schools situ-
ated in the neighborhood. Teaching 
is in Bengali and those girls who need 
extra tutoring will have it at home. 

Practical education
In the center there will be nice facilities 
for shorter practical training courses 
like computer, sewing and other craft. 
It can be occupational training for the 

girls or more advanced, for instance 
English teaching. Literacy and practical 
courses will also be offered to young 
women in the neighborhood where 
today 90% cannot read or write. 

Future fund 
We want to support the girls until they 
have a stable future with occupational 
training and provision. Therefore we 
will start a fund for their future higher 
education. 

Courses & seminars
Oftentimes pastors are those who have 
the first contact with the needy chil-
dren through their social work. We are 
going to offer them courses, seminars 
and further education in counseling on 
Christian basis to equip them to help 

children in the best possible way. We 
are arranging seminars together with 
BFT where staff that works with child 
care is getting further training on child 
development, health and children’s 
rights according to the Child Conven-
tion.

Health clinic
Through the center we will offer basic 
health- and medical care, vaccinations, 
maternity care even to poor mothers and 
children in the neighborhood.
Building the clinic will be a special 
project starting in autumn 2013.

Volunteer work
Visitors and volunteers will be able 
to come to the center to help out for 
shorter or longer time.

WAYS TO REACH 
              A NEW 

We are raising 
450.000 SEK to 
a health clinic 
during autumn 

2013! 

future PHASE 3

•	Finishing the third residential house, 
     manager’s house, office and  house  
     for visitors. Cost approx. 200.000 SEK.•	Filling up the whole lot with filling 
     material, gravel and soil. Preparing 
     the road and parking area.  
     Cost 250.000 SEK.

•	Mini-van for the center´s school 
     rides and other transports.  
	 Cost approx 80.000 SEK.

•	Interior decoration and furniture 
	 (kitchen utensiles, tables, chairs,  
     bookshelves, indoor lighting etc). 
	 Cost 450.000 SEK.

•	Equipment for practical training 
	 and courses (computers, sewing-  
	 machines etc).  Cost 200.000 SEK.

•	Building and equipping a health 
     clinic. Cost approx 450.000 SEK.
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During Linda Bergling’s visit in February the young women 
from the area were exited to know more. The center is 
going to make a big difference even in their future.

Our target group is first  
and foremost the poor, orphaned and  
abandoned girls. We want all the girls to feel  
that they are important, loved and precious and that they all   
would learn to know Jesus. The first seventeen girls moved in in June 2012. 



Co-operating organizations – Here you can read more!

This is what I do

WAYS FOR YOU TO GET 
As a privat person: 
•	 Give a donation
You can choose to give a one time gift or a sum of your choice regularly every month to 
construction, interior decoration, maintenance and running costs of the center. For donations 
from abroad use:  Handelsbanken, Box 2063, S-196 02 Kungsängen, SWEDEN
IBAN: SE 78 6000 0000 0001 0731 2468; Swift: HANDSESS Please mark your payment “Kolkata”.

•	 Become a sponsor
for the whole group of girls at the center in Kolkata. You pay 175 SEK every month via Arken 
Church mission department. For more information call + 46 8 588 840 20.

•	 Start a fund raising 
Start using your creativity, gather your friends and do something together. Bake, prepare 
good food and invite people to a charity dinner, clean up your storage  and arrange a ga-
rage sale or lottery. If you are the main person involved – start a fund raising for your wed-
ding, birthday or graduation and give India’s daughters a future!

 

Lift a child out of 
darkness 
A fund raising organization 
that supports children´s health, 
education and development. It was 
founded 2010 and stands under 
inspection from “the Swedish 
Fundraising Control”. 
Tel: + 46 8 588 840 51
E-mail: info@lbum.se 
Plusgiro 90 01 93 - 4 
Bankgiro 900 - 1934 

www.lyftettbarn.se

– I have an-
nounced 
regularly with 
my business logo 
and web address 
on Arken’s web-
site contributing that way to the 
construction work in Kolkata.
Thorbjörn Holst Larsen, 
entrepreneur

– I sponsor two 
of the girls in 
Kolkata. I have 
been there a few 
weeks as a vol-
unteer  sharing 
their daily life. They shared with 
me things they were struggling 
with at school and together we 
prayed for them. I took them on 
outings and played with them.  
I pray for them every day.
Gunnhild Herstad, retired teacherAs a business/company:

•	Become a partner in Business2help
There are four different levels of partnership. Read more on www.business2help.se 

•	 Advertise with your business logo 
on Arken’s and/or Lift a Child’s homepage. We are open for individual solutions according 
to your wishes. (See contact information below). Give to a specific area of need and you 
will receive fast feed-back with report and pictures.

•	 Sponsor our “Sponsorship gala”
Every year (in late autumn) we arrange a Sponsorship Gala in the Arken Church, 
Kungsängen. There are several businesses that choose to sponsor it with lottery prizes, 
food, announcements or other gifts. We are thankful for your help!

engagedfuture PHASE 3
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Bloggfamiljen    
A friendly blog without attacks 
and destructive criticism. On the 
homepage you can read about the 
work with the girls’ home in Kolkata 
and with the project “Invisible 
Friend”.
Founder: Hannah Graaf Karyd   
E-mail: info@wioliv.se

www.femme.se  
(www.bloggfamiljen.se)
www.femme.se/välgörenhet/
barnhemmet

Bethel Fellowship Trust
Christian organization that reaches out with practical help, educa-
tion, development to poor children and young people in India. 
Leader and founder: David Prakasam, Coimbatore, South India 
E-mail: info@bethelipa.com    www.bethelfellowshiptrust.com

Business2help
Association which  makes it possible for businesses 
to engage in questions about support to society and 
surrounding world out of financial, environmental 
and social perspective. Contact person Stefan Björk  
E-mail: kontakt@business2help.se     
www.business2help.se

 

The Arken Church
Christian congregation in Kungsän-
gen north of Stockholm, with nurs-
ery- and elementary school, bible 
school, healing center, TV-ministry 
and mission- and development 
work in fifteen countries. Leaders 
pastor Gunnar and Linda Bergling.  
Address: Energivägen 9, 
S-196 23 Kungsängen.
Tel: + 46 8 588 840 00
E-mail: mission@arken.org 

www.arken.org 

Contact:  Kanal 10/Kristen TV i Sverige AB, Box 39, S-343 21 ÄLMHULT 
Tel. + 46 476 533 50       E-mail: info@kanal10.se      www.kanal10.se 

Contact person: Jenny Axene,  Tel: 0706-94 75 03 
E-mail: Jenny@invisiblefriend.se   www.invisiblefriend.se

Hand made rag dolls illuminating the invisible 
children´s value & rights regardless of country 

The Swedish public Christian TV-station. 

Get more people involved! Spread information! Order DVD “India’s lost daughters” and a film 
from the dedication of the center for free. Call + 46 8 588 840 20.



Some of the girls
Local politicians

Building contractor Subhro Dutta
– I want to offer work opportunities. Many men 
from the area have helped with the building 
and received salary. My father was a building 
contractor and he visited the semi-dedication. 
This center is going to be the most beautiful 
we have ever built.

Pastor Linda Bergling, Arken
– Desire to help needy children is continuously burning in my
 heart. My dream is that this center will save many girls from life on 
the street and lift them up out of the darkness into the light. That 
they all will learn to know Jesus. I see already now how the center 
is going to influence the whole north of India.

Hannah Graaf, 
Bloggfamiljen
– I want the girls to 
grow up in love and 
security, far away from 
dirt, misery and from 
being exposed on 
the streets. It is every 
child’s right to have 
a home. Mothers 
and children in the 
slums will receive 
good helth care at 
the clinic.

Manager couple Kalai Mani 
and Rani Elisabeth
– We wish that all the girls, even if they 
are many, would feel that they belong 
to a family where everyone helps out, 
learns from each other and takes care
of each other.

David & Ketzia Prakasam, BFT 
– To change the world for these girls who otherwise would not 
have had a fair chance to survive. To help them make the dreams 
God has placed in their hearts come true. To see their world filled 
with things they like. That their growing years will become 
purposeful and that they will have a chance to become leaders 
to their own generation.

THIS IS
     FOR THE DEVELOPMENT CENTER!

Mrs Nilima Mondal, Pradhan, Kamrabad 
Gram Panchayat and professor Jiban 
Mukhopadhyay, MLA Sonarpur South

– We gladly want to 
support and be part 
of the future work 
and development 
of the center in 
Sonarpur. It has a 
great impact on 
our area. 

The girls tell about their dreams for the future: 
– I want to become a computer engineer, says Gayatri.  
– I want to become a doctor so I can help others, tells Nandhini.  
– I want to become a pilot so I can see the world, says Janet.  

– We are glad if more 
girls can come here and 
get the same chance 
as we.  
– We love our rooms and 
nice cabinets and beds. 
It is fun that we can play 
outdoors and feel secure 
and safe here. 

“For I know the 
plans I have for you”, 

declares the Lord, ”plans 
to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future”.

Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)
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my dream


